EOY Testing
May is a busy time of year for our students. It is our opportunity to check in with each
of them to see how they have progressed throughout the year academically. These tests
range from state tests, to district tests, to classroom tests. Be on the lookout for scores
from any classroom or district assessments completed in the next few weeks coming home
with your child.
Many of our students in third through fifth grade are wrapping up their state FSA and
FCAT tests. The results from these state assessments are typically reported to the schools
in the month of June. Once the district receives student scores, they will work to get them
placed into FOCUS so that parents can access the results. We have been so proud watching
our students ROCK the TEST using their reading and math strategies!
All of our students in kindergarten through fifth grade are completing our district iReady diagnostic assessment for both reading and math. These scores will be communicated
to you by your child’s teacher prior to the end of the school year. Our goal is to have each
child on campus make at least one year’s academic growth and meet/exceed the grade level
target. Once i-Ready testing is complete, your child will continue to have access to their
learning path in the program through the month of June. It is encouraged that you have your
child continue to work on i-Ready over the summer to keep their skills sharp. i-Ready
recommends that students work in their reading path for 45 minutes and their math path for
45 minutes each week.

Leader In Me
We have learned so much this year about the 8 Habits of Happy Kids. This year’s focus was on Habit 8: Find
Your Voice. Students have learned how their talents and skills can be shared with others or used to make a
difference in this world. This summer, we challenge our students to practice their habits at home and share
their knowledge with their family. Below you will find some great activities to help get them started.
Habit One: Be Proactive – Habit one teaches students that they are in charge of
their choices and attitudes. Think of a task that your child can be in charge of over the
summer. Is there a chore around the house that they may like to do that they can be
responsible for? Have your child create a chore chart calendar and mark off the days that
they completed their chore without a reminder.

The Tiger Growl
Proud to be an “A” school!
Principal’s Letter

Dear families,
Thank you for another great year at Sallie Jones Elementary. It is hard to believe our year is
coming to a close. As May wraps up, we will be seeing off our fifth grade students. We are excited that
they will be embarking on a new journey in sixth grade at the middle school. Their leadership skills, kind
hearts, and academic skills will light the way as they start many new adventures.
This year we have focused a lot of our efforts on building relationships among our staff, with our
students, with our families, and with our community members. Building relationships helps our students
flourish. We have been amazed by the social, emotional, and academic growth that our students have
made this year. Thank you for playing an active role in your child’s development by attending events such
as student-led conferences; curriculum night; and PTO family fun events; practicing academics at home;
spending quality time together; and communicating with us regularly about your child’s progress.
This year all of our grade levels completed a community service project. Students worked hard to
create flyers, commercials for the school news, make donations, and organize collections. The students
have loved being a part of giving back to so many deserving organizations within our community. In
addition, we recently hosted a community leadership day. Community members were invited into our
school to hear speeches, tour hallways lead by our student ambassadors, observe classroom lessons, and
have conversations with many of our students. Lawyers, fire fighters, nurses, and many other community
members from various professions left notes of praise for our students and staff at the end of their
visit. Our students loved spending the morning showing off what makes SJE such a great place to be.
Be sure to read through our newsletter as it contains many important dates for back to school.
Enjoy the time with your child(ren) over the summer. We look forward to seeing their smiling faces back
to school in July.

Habit Two: Begin with the End in Mind – Set a goal as a family for the summer. What
is something that you want to accomplish before school resumes? Write the goal in a
measureable way and post it on your refrigerator. For example, “Our family will visit the
public library over the summer and read at least three chapter books as a family.” Select a
task or activity as a family that you will use to celebrate reaching your goal such as getting
ice cream for dessert or having a family game night.

Sincerely,
Mrs. Jennie Hoke, Principal

Habit Three: Six: Synergize – This habit teaches our students that working together
often helps us complete tasks more effectively. What is a task or challenge that your
family could work on together over the summer? Consider putting together a tricky
puzzle, helping a relative do some yard work, or writing a creative story. Make sure that
all members of the group understand how to share, take turns, and listen and value each
other’s ideas.

Hip Hip Hooray! Please join
us in congratulating Ms. Lynn
Mongiardini who has been
named the 2019 Charlotte
County
Public
Schools
Teacher of the Year. We are
so proud to have Ms.
Mongiardini represent our
school and district at events
over the next year.

Habit Eight: Find Your Voice - Participate in a community service project on
something that you are passionate about. This could be volunteering your time at a local
organization such as a pet shelter or collecting trash from the street that you live on.

April/May 2018

Ms. Mongiardini

Lost & Found
Is your child missing a sweater, lunch box, or
other article of clothing? Please stop by or have
your child check the lost and found on Friday,
May 11 during lunches from 11:00-12:30 pm, . The
Lost and Found will be set up for all classes to
visit and claim missing items. At the end of the
day on May 11, remaining items will be donated
to our school’s uniform closet or to a local
charity.

Character Parade

Leadership Day

Our students had so much fun participating in this year’s Character Parade. We had a great turnout of
student participants dressing as their favorite leaders from books they’ve read. We love that this parade
inspires many of our students to read both fiction and nonfiction books to look for characters that live the 8
Habits. At the character parade we were also fortunate to have Coach Desguin outside with quite a few
cups of slime. Some students earned the reward of getting to slime him as a result of their collection of
money during Jump Rope for Heart supporting the American Heart Association.

Each year Sallie Jones Elementary holds a Leadership Day. Some years Leadership Day is held for visiting
teachers, administrators, and district leaders from across the country for the National Leader In Me Symposium.
This year our school opened its doors to host a Community Leadership Day. On Community Leadership Day, several
community members from various professionals were invited on campus to spend the morning with us. Upon
arrival they were greeted by kindergarten students with pom poms! Visitors then moved to the media center to
hear speech presentations by former SJE students and current students on the value of our leadership initiative
and how much it has helped them grow as a student and leader. Then, guests took classroom tours where they
were able to pop in to at least three classrooms to see what learning and leadership looks like at our school. Our
student ambassador team, comprised of fourth and fifth grade students, led our tour groups and answered
questions asked of them. The morning concluded with additional student speeches, a question and answer session
with our principal, Mrs. Hoke, and a beautiful presentation of our school song by our third grade students. Our
community members left wonderful feedback for us to share with our staff and students about how proud they
were of the great things taking place on our campus. Here are a few pictures of our morning.

Do the Right Thing

Grant

STEM

Art

Two students from Sallie Jones Elementary were
recently awarded the Do the Right Thing award.
Samantha Vega and Brianna Santana were
awarded this special recognition after being
nominated by their third grade teacher, Ms.
Mongiardini. The girls found five dollars on the
playground and made the right choice to turn the
money in immediately.
Samantha and Brianna
displayed their leadership skills by doing the right
thing. We are so proud of these SJE Tigers!

Thank you to the Exxon Mobil Station
located at 3949 Tamiami Trail in Punta
Gorda for nominating Sallie Jones
Elementary for an Exxon Mobil
Educational Alliance Program grant.

Our students have been busy in the STEM lab during
specials this year. Mrs. Wison has introduced them
to a lot of technology that will help guide many of
them as they grow up in today’s world. Through
funding from grants, PTO, and SAC she has been
able to fill her classroom with 3D printers, ipads,
and virtual reality devices.
Below are some
pictures of the amazing things taking place in her
classroom!

Second through fifth graders in art club, along
with the help of Mrs. Lather’s class and Mrs.
Patterson’s homeroom, created the art that
was sold at the Farmer’s Market in Punta
Gorda. Special thanks to Jetta, Raiza, Leah, and
Maddie for volunteering to cover our booth. We
are so proud of how you represented SJE in
our community!

The nomination was approved and in
February, we received a check
for $500.00 to be used for STEM
materials and supplies. Congratulations
Mrs. Wilson!

