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CHARLOTTE

Kenneth M. Goodwin
Kenneth M. Goodwin, 72, 

of  Rotonda West, formerly 
of  Silver Spring, Maryland, 

passed away on 
Dec. 5, 2019 in 
Port Charlotte.

Kenneth 
was born in 
Silver Spring, 
Maryland, 
and moved to 

Florida in 1994 after 
retiring from the U.S. 
Air Force where he 
proudly served his 

country for 26 years.
Kenneth was preceded in 

death by his parents, Marion 
Goodwin and Ruth Krakowiski 
of  Silver Spring, Maryland; 
and his brothers, Jerome 
C. Goodwin and Thomas W. 
Goodwin of  Rotonda West.

Kenneth is survived by 
his sister, Marian Brumley 
(Kenneth); sister-in-law, 
Shirley Goodwin, as well as 
many nieces and nephews, 
great-nieces and great-nephews 
and great-great-nieces and 
great-great-nephews.

Services will take place at 
Sarasota National Veterans 
Cemetery at a later date.

In lieu of  fl owers, donations 
may be made to the charity of  
your choice.

Robert Allen Zitti
Robert Allen Zitti, 72, of  

Punta Gorda, Florida, passed 
away on Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2019.

He was born 
Feb. 1, 1947, in 
Brooklyn, New York.

Robert was a 
Vietnam Marine 

Corps veteran, truck driver and 
small business owner. He was 
a member of  United Church of  
Christ, Punta Gorda.

He is survived by his loving 
family; son Christian; 4 grand-
children; brother Rudolph; and 
sister, Cynthia.

OBITUARIES

OBITUARY POLICY
Obituaries are accepted from 

funeral homes and crematories, 

and from families if accompa-

nied by a death certificate. Full 

obituaries, notices of services, 

remembrances and death 

notices are subject to charges. 

Email the item for publication 

to obits@yoursun.com; it must 

be accompanied by a phone 

number. For more information, 

call 941-206-1028.

PROVIDED BY ROTONDA ELKS

Rotonda Elks Lodge 2710 has 
made a commitment to Lemon 
Bay High School to make a 
diff erence for a population of  
seniors by donating $2,000 to 
support our homeless seniors.

This donation will pay for 
the gold graduation package 
for the homeless seniors, the 
remaining funds to be used to 
off set the cost of  graduation 
caps and gowns for other needy 
seniors. The funds will ensure 
the homeless seniors can take 
part in all the senior activities 
and opportunities.

In addition, it will pay for 
their graduation tassel, Lemon 
Bay High School medallion, 
and senior class photo; class 
T-shirt for end of  year event, 
yearbook, senior class video 
and all other senior sponsored 
events.

We recently learned that 
Charlotte County School 
District has a population of  
over 400 homeless teenagers. 
Most of  these students are 
considered “sofa surfi ng,” 
which means that they don’t 
have consistent places to sleep 
or reside. They bounce from 
the homes of  friends and other 
acquaintances sleeping on 
sofas without the benefi t of  

a bedroom or family home to 
enjoy.

After learning the plight of  
our local students, Rotonda 
Elks Lodge 2710 wrote a grant 
from Grand Lodge. We used 
our $2,000 Gratitude Grant to 
meet this great need. This proj-
ect will decrease the isolation 
and hopelessness for seniors 
who have few resources. It will 

encourage homeless seniors to 
set attainable goals throughout 
school year, knowing they will 
have the opportunity to walk 
across the stage at graduation.

Our eff orts are meant to 
strengthen our partnership 
between Lemon Bay High 
School and Rotonda Elks Lodge 
2710. Last year we used our 
Gratitude Grant for the same 

purposes and it was greatly 
appreciated by the school and 
seniors. We would like to make 
other senior’s dreams come 
true this year and show that 
Elks Care and Elks Share!

For more about the Rotonda 
Elks Lodge 2710, 303 Rotonda 
Blvd E., Rotonda West, visit 
www.rotondaelks.org, or call 
941-697-2710.

Rotonda Elks helps LBHS homeless 
seniors pay for graduation 

PHOTO PROVIDED 

Pictured are, from left, Lemon Bay High School social worker Liz Marsicovetere and LBHS 
principal Bob Bedford with Sheri Toth and Geri DelTorto from the Elks Club.

WORDS OF COMFORT

“What the heart has 
once owned 
and had, it 
shall never 
lose.”

— Henry 
Ward Beecher

WORDS OF COMFORT

— Ruth Senter

“Life varies its stories. 
Time changes every-
thing, yet what is truly 
valuable — what is 
worth keeping — is 
beyond time.”

By BRIANNA KWASNIK
STAFF WRITER

PORT CHARLOTTE — Students at Neil 
Armstrong Elementary School who read the 
most books were awarded with a golden ticket.

The Polar Express will be shown school-
wide. Those with a golden ticket will get to 
make ornaments and decorate cookies.

Thirty-eight students received golden tickets.
Students are encouraged to wear their 

pajamas for the movie.
Principal Angie Taillon delivered the golden 

tickets along with paraprofessional Jeff  
Webster, who was dressed as a conductor.

Students also received a sticker that said, 
“My principal is proud of  me,” and if  they 
read five more books, they will get a free pass 
to Sky Zone, a trampoline park.

SUN PHOTOS BY BRIANNA KWASNIK

Elementary students awarded for being top readers
Winners will get to see a movie, make cookies and ornaments

Neil Armstrong Elementary School student Ava Welsh received 
a golden ticket for being a top reader.

Paraprofessional at Neil Armstrong Elementary Jeff  Webster 
presented Ava Welsh a certifi cate for being a top reader for 
the year.

Neil Armstrong Elementary students Addisyn Honore, Ava Welsh and Elijah 
Lafaille were honored for being top readers for the year. Paraprofessional Jeff  
Webster presented their awards as a conductor to invite them to watch the 
Polar Express at school Friday. Their teacher is Roxanne Sylver.

Debra Schramm, Jeff  Webster, Principal Angie Taillon and Tara Cinicollo award the top readers of the year: Serenity Robbins, 
Alea Hebert and Elizah Carter.


